
General Laws, Act 5233, . Sections 852 and 859 and from various cases 
to substantiate his opinion that Councilman Cucci did not have the 
legal authority to discharge Mr. Callih~. 

Councilman Gilbert moved that the City Clerk be instructed 
to furnish the Civil Service Board with a oOPY of the City Attorney's 
opinion and that the original be filed for future use. Councilman 
Hitchcook seoonded the motion, which was carried by the following 
roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIIMEN: Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell 
and Tqlson. NOES: COUNCIIMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIIMEN: Cucoi. 

Councilman Po:well moved that Mrs. Miller, Mrs. Comer, Mrs. 
Patterson and Mrs. Sperry be employed as orossing guards, at a 
salary of 70'1 per hour, effective September 4, 1945. Councilman 
Hitchcook seoonded the motion, which was oarried by the following 
roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Gilbert, Hitchoock, Powell 
and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIIMEN: Cucci. 

COuncilman Powell moved that Luoille M. stroh, whose name 
appears on the Civil Service Eligible List, be employea. as Polioe 
Matron and File Clerk in the Police Department, at a salary 
soheduled on examination, effective September 10, 1945. Council
man Hitchcock seconded the motion, whioh was oarried by the follow
ing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIlMEN: ·Gilbert, Hitohco~k, Powell 
and Tolson. NOES: COUNCIIMEN:None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Cucci. 

COuncilman Hitchoock moved that Clarence Bell be employed as 
a motor patrol operator in the Street Department at a salary of 
$250.00 per month, eff.ective August 27, 1945. Councilman Powell 
seoonded the motion, which was carried by the following roll oall 
vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIlMEN: CUoci. 

Counoilman Hitchcock moved that City Attorney MoCall be 
instruoted to prepare an ordinance .establisb.ing water rates to 
be applied to the property of the General Petroleum Corporation 
whioh is not included within the boundaries of the Munioipal 
Improvement Distriot No.1. Councilman Gilbert seconded the motion, 
which was carried by the following roll oall w ite: AYES: COUNCIL
MEN: . Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Cucci. 

At 8:30 P.M., upon motion of Counoilman H1tchoock, seoonded 
by COuncilman Gilbert, the meeting adjourned. 

ATTEST: 

MAYOR OF THif CITY OF TORRANCE · 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

a,~·~~ 
CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF iii ll: 

Torranoe,California 
August 28, 1945 

Tho City Council of t.he City of Torrance convened in a Regular 
Meoting in the Council ahambar, City Hall, Torrance, California, on 
Tuesday, August 28, 1945 at 7:55 P.M. 

Mayor Tolson called the meeting to order. 
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Deputy Clerk Hallanger oalled the roll, those answering present 
being Councilmen: Cucoi, Gilbert, Hitchoock, Powell and Tolson. 
Absent: Councilmen: None. 

All those present in the Council Chamber saluted the flag. 

Councilman Gilbert moved that the Minutes of a Regular Meeting 
held August 14, of an Ad journed Regular Meeting held August 17 and: 

, of an Adjourned Regular Meeting held August 21, 1945 be approved as 
written. Councilman Hitchcock seoonded the motion, whioh was carried 
unanimously. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

A report was read from the Union Oil Company enclosing check 
,for $51.93, being franchise earnings for the year ending .June 30, 
1945, under County of Los Angeles Ordinance No. 1010 (N.S.). 
Matter of record. . 

A communication was read from the. International Derrick I: 
Equipment Company expressing their appreCiation of Mr. Riley·s 00-
operation in permitting their oompany to US8 the Torrana.e Muni
a.ipal Park August ],2, 1945. Matter of reoord. 

A communication was read from Raymond V. Dal"by, Supervisor 
Fourth District, asking what progress is being made with the western 
Avenue extenSion, and suggesting it would be a fine thing to make 
this an immediate pro je,ct now the war is over. 

A communioation was read from the Chamber of Commeroe advis
ing that the ,Weston property known as the It,Lomita Flight strip", in 
use by the U. S. Army, is to become available for private or com
munity purchase and that the City of Torranoe has a priority for 
its acquisition; and suggesting that t .he City Council acquire this 
property for a Municipal Airport. 

Councilman Gilbert moved that the City Council set a date to 
meet with Mr. Weston, owner of theproper,ty" for the purpose. of dis
'cussing the possibilities of the city acquiring this property for 
a Municipal Airport.. CO]lncilman Hitchcock seconded the motion. 

Counoilman Cucci stated he WJ3;S in favor of an airport but. 
believed the Council was premat.ure in this matter as the army has 
not released the property and for this reason the Council would 
be wasting its time in9.isoussing the matter with Mr. Weston. A 
lengthy discussion followed at this point. 

Counoilman Powell was also in favor of waiting, and explained 
that a short while ago he had met with Mr. Harry Lewis who was in 
favor of this project and Mr. Lewis requested that the Council send 
him to Washington, D. C. to handle the transaction. 

Counoilman Hitchoock was in favor of discussing this matter 
with Mr. ifeston and getting his reaction. 

There being a motion before the Council, Mayor Tolson called 
for a vote, which was carried unanimously. 

A communioation was read from the Chamber of Commerce advis
ing that they had made contact with Mr. H. W. Douglas, Offioial 
in Charge, Weather Bureau, United states Department of Commerce 
in Los Angeles, solioiting cooperation for the establishment of 
meteorologicalequipment in the City of Torrance, whioh would give 
the City prominenoe in daily news releases on weather information 
by the Los Angeles weather Bureau, the cost of which would be 
nominal. 

Mayor Tolson moved that the communication be referred to the 
Council for further study and report. Councilman Cucci seoonded 
the mot1on, which was carried unanimously. 

~ communioation was read f~o~ George Schwartz, 1920 Judson 
street, Los Angeles, requesting permiSSion to engage in thebusi
ness of plumbing suppl,ies, pipes and salvage, to be located at 
Lewellyn Avenue and Torrance Boulevard. 



After some disQussion on whether the establishment of this 
business confliots with the zoning ordinance, Mayor Tolson moved 
that the communication be referred to the' City Engineer and Chief 
@f Polioe for investigation and report. Councilman Gilbert 
seconded the motion, whioh was carried unanimously. 

A oommunioation was read from Harry Harris, 123 So~ El Pas.o, 
Redondo Beach, in~uiring about leasing the Civic Auditoriwn for 
staging Amateur Boxing Contests, in oonjunction with whioh he 
will operate a gynmasiwn where boys can train free of charge under 
the supervision of a competent instructor. He,contended that this 
type of clean and healthy sport will greatly aid in the prevention 
of juvenile delin~uency. 

Councilman Cucci moved that the communication be referred to 
the Council for consideration,and report at the next meeting. 
Counoilman Hitohcock seconded the mion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

A oommunioation was read.from Q R S Neon Corporation, Lti. 
requesting permission to ereot and maintain a double-face vertical 
sign.15' x 30", at 1315 Sartori Avenue, and attaching a blueprint 
showing the proposed installation. 

Engineer Jain explained that the present sign ordinance is 
more restrictive than the Los Angeles ordinance and other neigh
boring,ordinances, but he had no objection to granting the request 
of the Q R S Neon Corporation, providing the sign is properly 
designed and constructed. , 

Engineer Jain recommended that the present sign ordinance 
be revised in accordance with more modern ordinances to meet 
present day requirements and restrictions, using the new Los Angeles 
ordinance as a guide. . 

Counoilman Cucci moved that the Q R S Neon Corporation be 
granted a permit .to ereot and maintain a double-faoe vertical sign 
15' x 30-. Counoilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was 
carried unanimously. 

Counoilman Cucci moved that the Ord1nance Committee be 
authorized to revise the present sign ordinanoe to meet the 
present day requiremants and restrictions, using the new Los 
Angeles ordinance as a guide. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the 
motion, whioh was carrie,d unanimously. 

A camnunication was read from Mrs. Mabel Crowe requesting a 
street lamp at, the corner of Greenwood and Eldorado. 

Councilman Po.well moved that the City Engineer be authorized 
to ask the Edison Company to install a light at Greenwood and 
Eldorado. Councilman Hitchcock seconciedthe motion, which was 
carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from Mr. Charles N. Dodd requesting 
permission to operate, for a period of ninety days, an electrical 
and radio servioe at his home located at 1508 Amapola Avenue, sa1d 
business to be known as Dodd Ilc Reese Electrical and Radio SerTiee, 
it being their intention to s~cure better business quarters as 
soon as possible. 

As this residence is in an area restricted against busin.ess 
acti vi ties, a discussion followed, Engineer Jain read ing an excerpt 
from the Zoning Ordinance permitting a business in a residential 
zone. < 
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Councilman Gilbert moved that the request of Mr. Dodd to operate 
an electrical and radio service in a residential zone be granted for 
a period of ninety d~ys, subject to the approval of the City Engineer. 
Councilman Powell seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously • 

.An opinion was,read :t'rom City Attorney McCall in reply to the 
~ue s tion, 1ID1d the City Counc il proceed legally in selling the 
bus'ses or should it have followed. the prooedure outlined in Aot 
5203, Stats. 1921, p. 829.-, which opinion was re~uested at a 
meeting of the Council held August.l?, 1945. 

Attorney McCall stated it was his opinion the City Council 
prooeeded legally in selling the bus line and that Act 520~ does 
not apply to personal property. 



A discussion followed between Councilman Powell and Attorney 
McCallon the difference between personal property and real property. 
Councilman Powell stated that the bus line is a public utility and 
in selling the bus line, the , Counoil has sold a public utility. 

Attorney McCall explained that Aot 5203 referred to municipal 
water works, gas or electric plants, but does not refer to personal 
property such as busses. 

Councilman Cucci agreed with Attorney MoCall on the question 
of personal property but contended that a bus line cannot be oon
strued as personal property and that such interpretation was only 
Mr. MoCall's opinion. 

Attorney MoCall explained Act 5203 more fully and read ex
cerpts from it. 

A. oommunioation was read from Mr. Theodor Stohr with refer
ence to his dismissal by City Engineer Jain and requesting the 
Counoil to ask Engineer Jain the reason for his dismissal after 
his 26 months service as draftsman. Attached to this oommunioa
tion,was City warrant No. 657 for $73.77 after deduotionswere 
made, for Mr. Stohr's services to August 24, date of dismissal; 
a copy of City Engineer's letter of dismissal and a copy of Mr. 
stohr's letter of resignation. In his letter Mr. Stohr maintained 
he is entitled to oompensation to september 15. 

COuncilman Hitchcock asked Engineer Jain if Mr. Stohr was 
a temporary employee, to which Engineer Jain replied that Mr. Stohr 
had been employed on a temporary basis during the war emergency. 

Counoilmen Powell explained that Mr. Stohr had been employed 
as a draftsman, and Engineer Jain's letter of dismissal was self
explanatory, wherein he said that it was his desirato employ some
one who could relieve him of some of the detail of calculating 
and design on c.onstruotion projeots. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the Council conour in Engineer 
Jain's action in dismissing Mr. Stohr, and that Mr. Stohr be noti
fied of this action. Counoilman Gilbert seconded the motion,whioh 
was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from H. C. Callihan advising that 
due to Councilman Cuoci's action of dismissal he has been off work 
without pay sinoe August 3, 1945, and inasmuch as this action has 
been ruled illegal by the City. Attorney, Mr. Callihan requested 
that he be reimbursed for the time lost; that he be permitted to 
report back to work with fulL reinstatement as of August 28th; and 
that Mr. Ward, Manager of t.he Bus Line, be so ao.viseo.. 

Councilman Cucci remarked that apparently Mr. Callihan believed 
Attorney McCall's opinion was the last word in the law, but Council
man Cucci declared that he could not accept Attorney McCalPs 
opinion beoause the latter is a Civil Service employee and he would 
naturally be prejudioed in rendering any deoision contrary to the 
deoision he had rendered. Councilman Cucci was not 1n favor of 
taking any action on Mr. Callihan's request until the entire matter 
had been concluded by the Civil Service Board, it being his under
standing that a public hearing on this case was to be held Wednes
day, August 29, 1945, at which time Mr. Callihan will have the 
right to deny the oharges brought against him leadiilg to his dis
missal. Councilman Cucci continued saying that just beoause the 
City Attorney thinks the dismissal of Mr. Callihan was illegal 
does not alter the case, and Councilman Cucci deolared he was 
justified in his action in dismissing Mr. Callihan and will not· 
accept Attorney,McCall's opinion on this case. 

Counoilman Gilbert declared that sine:e Attorney MoCall's 
opinion stated that the action in dismiSSing Mr. Callihan was 
illegal, he felt that Mr. Callihan should be allowed to return 
to work and be reimbursed for time lost. 

A general disc.ussion followed on this point. 
Councilman Cucci declared that the City Council should de

mand efficiency from its employees. 
Councilman Gilbert replied that no one had · shown him where 

Mr. Callihan had been inefficient. 
Councilman Cucci said he had preferred the oharges and could 

prove them. 
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A discussion between Councilman Gilbert and Councilman Cucci 
followed on this pOint. 

Councilman Gilbert declared that any decision the local Civil 
Service Board might give reflecting on a city employee will be 
unfair. 

Councilman Cucci .rei tarated that. he could not accept City 
Attorney McCall's opinion as he was a Civil Service employee. 

Attorney McCall suggested that if the Counoil will hire a 
firm of attorneys of the caliber of O'Melveny &.Myers or Gibson, 
Dunn &. Crutcher, or a good city attorney, to render an opinion 
in this case, and if such opinion differed from" his, he would be 
willing to pay the costs. 

Councilman Gilbert remarked that the Council pays the City 
Attorney to render opinions, and if anyone wished to find out if the 
City Attorney's opinion is wrong, he would have to defray his own 
expenses • . 

A discussion followed between Counoilman Powell and Attorney 
McCallon oorrect legal opinions. . 

Councilman Cucci sai.d an employee should not hide' behind a 
legal technioality and that most cases of dismissal are based 
on a person's inefficiency. 

Councilman .Gilbert explained that Mr. Callihan is out of work 
and . that a working man should be allowed to work until he is proven 
guilty and that in this case the Civil Servioe Board cannot prove 

·Mr. C~llihan guilty. 
Counoilman G1lbert moved that Mr. ·Callihan be reinstated to 

his positlon as Bus Operator in the Torrance Munieipal Bus Line with 
baok pay trom the date of dismissal. Councilman Hitohoock seoonded 
the motion, which was oarried by the follOwing roll 00.11 vote: 
AYES: COUNCIIMEN: Gilbert J Hitchcock and Tolson. NOES: COUNCIL
MEN: Cucoi and Powell. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

A cOIll1llunioation was read from the C1vil Serv1ce Board advising 
the the legal opinion rendered by City Attorney Mccall ~egarding 
the manner of the dismissal of Mr. Harold C. Callihan, an employee 
of the Bus Department, was read and d.1 scussed a t a spe cial meeting 
of the Civil Servioe Board held August 27th. The letter stated 
that in view of the fact that Mr. Callihan has not denied the 

,charges brought against him, but has requested a hearing only as 
to the manner in which the charges were presented, it is the unani
mous opinion of the members of the Civil Service Board that the 
City Council take immediate action sustaining Mr. Callihan's dis
missal, as previously recommended in their letter .of August 6th. 

Councilman Gilbert moved that the City Clerk be instructed to 
notify the Civil Service Board that Mr. H. C. Callihan had been 
.reinstated by the City Council to his position as Bus Operator in 
the Torrance Mun1cipal Bus Line, and that the Manager of the Bus 
Line be notified of such act10n. COunoilman Hitchcock seoonded the 
motion, whioh was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: 
COUNCIIMEN: Gilbert, Hi tchcook and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
Cucci, .and Powell. ABSENT: COUNCILM]}l": None. 

A rellOlut1on submitted by the Torrance Lions Club was read 
with referenoe to the Torrance Child. care Center, informing tha-t 
the cost of operation of which has, been underwritten by Federal 
Funds and part1ally pa1d tor by parents of the children cared 
for, and that with the end of hostilities the Federal Funds will 
be w1thd.rawn as of Ootober 31, 1945. In this resolution the Lions 
Club a.ppe.aled t .o the City of 'Torrance, the Loa Angeles Area War 
Chest, and other governmental agencies to take such steps necessary 
to continue this day care center for children of· working mothers 
until permanent means oan be taken to meet the cost of operation. 

COuncilman CucCi moved that the City Council concur in the 
views expressed in the resolution >submitted by the Torranoe Lions 
Club and that efforts· be made to obtain the continuance of the 
Torran.ce Child. Care Center, and th.at the Lions Club be so advised. 
Councilman Gilbert seoonded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from veterans of Foreign Wars, Torrance 
Post No. 3251, ad~iaing that the Torrance-Lomita Child Care Center 
will soon close. They strenuously objeoted to this proposed move, 



,of- 14 

and requested that their oommunioation be transmitted to the proper 
authorities with the request that the Child Care center be continued. 

Councilman Gilbert moved that the City Council concur in the 
views expressed and that effort.s be made to obtain the oon tinuance 
of the Child Care Center. Councilman Powell seoonded the motion, 
which was carried unanimously. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the City Clerk be instruoted 
to send copies of the two request.s for the continuanoe of the 
Tor:rance Child Care Center to the League of C6111'o.rn1a Cities. 
Councilman Gilbert seconded the motion, whioh was carried unani
mously. 

Deputy Clerk Hallanger presented and read: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1739 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE APPROVING 
MmORANDUM OF AGREEMENT FOR EX
PENDITURE OF "J-/4 CENT GAS TAX 
ALLOCATED FOR STATE HIGHWAYS. 

Councilman Cucoi moved that Resolution No. 1739 be adopted. 
Counoilman Gilbert seoonded the motion, whioh was carried by the 
following roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCIlMEN: Cucci, Gilbert, 
Hitohoook, Powell and Tolson • . NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Deputy Clerk Hallanger pre·se.nted and read: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1740 . 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE APPROVING MEMO
RANDUM ,OF AGREEMENT FOR ACCUMULATION 
OF THE 1/4 CENT GAS TAX ALLOCATED 
FOR STaEETS OF MAJOR IMPORTANCE. 

Councilman H1tohoook moved that Reaolution No. 1740 be adopted.. 
Counoilman G1lbertseoonded the: motion, which . was ' carried bytl1. 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cucci, Gllbert, 
Hi tchcook, Ponll "nd Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUWCILMEN: None. 

Counoilman Powellmov,ed ,that Frederiok Wertalla be employed as 
a war emel'gency engineer in the Fire Department at a salary of tl'75.00 
per mont.h, effecti va August 20, 1945.. Councilman Gilbert seconded 
the motion, which was carried by the, following roll 01'111 vote: 
AYES: COUNClIMEN: Cucci, Gilbert, Hitchoock, Powell and Tolson. 
NOES: COUNClIMEN: None.. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Hitchcock movadthat an appropriation of $200.00 
be made for repair parts for Motor-Grader in the street Depart
ment. Counoilman Gilbert seconded the motion, whioh was carried 
by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cucci, Gilbert, 
Hi tchcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN! None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Counoilman Hitchoook moved 'that an appropriation of $425.00 be 
made for road materials for resurfacing of Madrid Avenue, south 
of Dominguez. street. Counoilman Gilbert seoonded the motion, which 
was, carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Cucci, Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES : COUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

. Councilman Hi tohcock moved that an appropriation of $9'15.00 
be made for plant-mix surfaei:ng on Arl1ngton Avenue, between Plaza 
del Amo and Lincoln Avenue. Councilman Gilbert seconded the motion, 
which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL
MEN: Cucci, Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCIL
MEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 



Councilman Hitohcock moved that the City Engineer be author
ized to advertise for bids on a portable trailer-type air compressor 
wi th Jackhammers, hose, etc. for the street Department. Councilman 
Gilbert seconded tthe motion, which was carried by the following 
roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cucci, Gilbert, Hitohcock:. 
Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCIIMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIIMEN: 
None. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that Oscar T. Bergdahl be employed 
on a temporary basis, as a ohainman in the Engineering Department, 
to replaoe 'Tom Ireland, resigned, at a salary of tl.25 per hour. 
COunoilman Gilbert seconded the motion, whioh was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cucci, Gilbert, 
Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 
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COuncilman Hitchcock moved that the City Engineer be author
ized to investigate and, if possible, have installed a light at 
Crenshaw and Redondo Riversid& Boulevards. Coumilman Oucci ·seconded. 
the motion, which was carried by the following roll call vote: 
AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cuoci, Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. 
NOES: COUNCILM]}l: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Mayor Tolson moved that the City Clerk be authorized to ad
vertise for bids for the construction of a works.hop for the Torrance 
Municipal Water District No.1. Counoilman Hitchcock seconded 
the motion,whioh was oarried by the following roll oall vote: 
AYES: COUNCIIMEN: Cucoi, Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. 
NOES: COUNCIIMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIIHEN: None. 

Mayor Tolson moved that an appropriation of $5233.95 be made 
for renewal of insurance for comprehensive liability for all de
partments for the City of Torranoe. Counoilman Powell seconded 
the motion, which was oarried by the following roll call vote: 
AYES: COUNCILMEN: CUcoi, Gilbert, Hi tohoook, Powell and Tolson. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: ' COUNCIIMEN: None. 

Mayor Tolson moved that George Sohmidt be employed for a 
period of five days in the Water Department, at the rate of· $170.00 
per month. Councilman Gilbert seconded the motion, which was 
carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Cucci, Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Mayor Tolson moved that Mrs. Annette P. Babcook be employed on 
a temporary basis, as extra bookkeeper and cashier in the water 
Department, at the rate of 90¢ per hour. Councilman Gilbert 
seconded the motion, which was carried by the following roll call 
vote: AYES: COUNCIlMEN: Cucci, Gilbert, Hi tchcook, Powell and 
Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Mayor Tolson advised that at the meeting oit' August 17, two 
applioations had been received to operate a tax4. service in the 
City of Torrance, and that action on said applications had been 
deferred until- the present meeting. 

Councilman Powell moved that both, applicants be granted 
permits in accordance with their applications and subject to 
whatever rules and regulations to be incorporated in an ordinance 
to be adopted later; and that the Council . be authorized to draw 
up an ordinance regulat1ng the establishment of a taxi service in 
the City of Torrance. 

Councilman Gilbert stated one of the applicants is an ex
veteranwno wished to operate a taxi from .. out of town under his 
own name. 

Councilman Powell advised that he had talked to the appli-
cant who informed him that he was using his own money to set him
self up in business and Councilman Powell was in the favor of treat
ing all applicants the same and that competition 1n taxi service 
business would be a good thing for the City. 



Councilman Gilbert was of the opinion that this matter had 
not been discussed SUi'ficiently, and that the City council as a 
whole should. have more time in which to, thoroughly discuss the 
matter before accepting or rejecting the applications. 

Councilman Cucci asked Counoilman Gilbert if he had any ob jeo
tions to issuing a pe~1t to a service man, until suoh time as 
the Ordinance Committee draws up an ordinance. 

Counoilman Gilbert replied that he had no objections to 
granting permits to veterans, but he did object to a man operat
i:pg a oab from out of town. He explained that in the near future 
som, of the City's own veterans will be returning who may desire 
to establish a taxi business and he believed they should be given 
prefe+,ence. 

A disc~ssion ensued on the method, of operating a taxi business 
and the manner in which an ordinanoe should be created to govern 
such a business. 

Counoilman Cucci then seoonded the motion made by Counoilman 
Powell, which was oarried by the following roll call vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Cucoi, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: Gilbert 
and H~ tchcock,. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Engineer ,Jain reported th.at he was unable to seourean extended 
tel~phone service for Mrs. Gonnar, which was requested at the meet
ing of August 17; also that he had not had time to establ1sh water 
rates to be charged consumers of the North Torrance Distriot. 

, , 
Engineer Jain reported that Neeoe Avenue would be the next 

prCQlject after the work on Crenshaw Boulevard is finished. 
. . 

In aocordance with request of Mr. Yrank B. Bates made at the 
meeting of A-qgust 17, Engineer Jain recommended that he be granted 
a renewal permit for a period of 90 days to live in a house tent 
on the premises located at 24241 ,Ward streat, Walteria, for the 
reason that he has not been able to secure a olear title to the 
property; and that tha building permits be transfarred to Lot 10, 
Block 2, Meado;" Park Tract, which property Mr. Bates has purchased 
and has obtained a clear title. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved t ha t upon recommendation of Engineer 
Ja1.n, Mr. Bat8s be granted a renewal permit to live on the premises 
at 24241 Ward Street, Walteria, for a period of 90 days, and the 
building permits be transferred to Lot 10, Blook 2, Meadow Park 
Tract. Councilman Gilb.ert seconded the motion, which was oarr.1ad 
unanimously. 

.ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

At this time each Counc;i.lman was servad with a Petition of wr.1t 
of M&nd~us to compel the Dafendants to procaed in accordance with 
law in the disposal of a public utility and Points and Authorities. 

pouncilman Cucci asked the Ci;ty Attorney what procedure ;to 
follow. ~ttorney McCall replied that he had not seen the Petition 
for' Writ of Mand~us. This was handed to him and Attorney McCall 
prooeeded to read .1t.x 

COuncilman Gilbert moved that this summons be referred to the 
City Attorney for whatever action>he thinks necessary. Oouncilman 
Hitchcock seoonded the motion. 

Councilman Powell stated that he was not in favor of voting 
for expenditures for legal advice as this is a personal responsi
bility for each councilman. 

Counoilman Gilbert explained that the motion was not to appro
priate money to defray the expenses for legal adVice, it was only 
a motion to refer the matter to the Oity Attorney. 

A discussiOn followed, Oouncilman Powell asking that the motion 
be changed as he was not supporting a m~ion for the expenditura of 
any moneys for an act of the majority of the Council which he be
lie~es to be wrong. 

Attorney McCall advised that he will be glad to handle the 
11tigation. He said that Councilman Powell is correct in his 
statement and that there, is nothing set up in the Municipal Act 



stating that the Cit.y Attorney will handle individual law suits 
without remuneration, but added that if the Council desires him 
to handle the oase, he will handle the defense for nothing. 

There being a motion before the Counoil, Mayor , Tolson called 
for a roll oall vote, whioh was carried as follows: AYES: COUN
CIlMEN: Gilbert, Hitchcock and Tolson. NOES: COUNCIllvrEN: Cucci 
and Powell. ABSENT: COUNCIIMEN: None. 

In response to Mr. stohr's ~uestion on what does a temporary 
employee mean, Mayor Tolson explained that temporary employees are 
not under civil serVice, but are under the authority of' the head 
of a department. 

It was explained to Mr. Stohr that a mistake had been made in 
using the words, tttemporary employee", as all employees hirEd during 
the war should have. been classified as, ".ar Emergency Employees". 

Councilman Powell explained to Mr. stohr that he had not been 
dismissed because his services were not satisfactory, but beoause 
Engineer Jain desired to employ someone who could relieve him of 
some of the work and who would eventually become Assistant Engineer. 

A discussion followed on whether Mr. Stohr was entitled to 
compensation to September 15. 

Engineer Jain said he had no authority to pay Mr. stohr for 
services after August 24th, the datre of dismissal, and that he 
was in favor of paying Mr. stohr his salary to September 15, but 
only the Council has this authority. No action taken. 

Mr. Weber objected to the sale of the Bus Line and called 
attention to soma of the oases mentioned in City Attorney MoCall's 
opinion on the legality of the sale, contending these references 
were out-moded. With reference to the pus driver who was dismissed, 
he said Mr. Callihan was under Civil Service and should stand trial. 

'Mr. O'Toole declared that veterans should be granted permits 
to operate taxi servioe, and if denied the Council would be making 
a great mistake. 

Mr. Harry B. Lewis referred to his reoent appearance before 
the Council and reoommended at that time that the City prooure the 
Lomita Flight Strip for a Municipal Airpor~. He reiterated that 
reoommendation at this time but denied any desire or offer to go 
to Washington, D.C. 

Mr. Hagberg, representing Loeal 300, state, County and Muni
Cipal Employees Union, read a letter re.~uesting a meeting of the 
Council with Union representatives to discuss a number of things 
including a'raise in wages. 

Councilman Gilbert moved that the Council meet with the 
Executive Board of Local 360 Union, on Tuesiay, September 4, 
1945, at 7 :45 P.M., and that the City Clerk notify the Union to 
this effect. Councilman Powell seconded the motion, which was 
carried unanimously. 

Mr. Michels stated that at a previous Council meeting the City 
Clerk had been authorized to advertise for bids for a Recreation 
Building in Walteria, but to date the bids had not been advertised 
and wished to know what the Council was doing about the matter. 

Counoilman Cuoci explained why the bids had been rejected and 
Councilman Gilbert read excerpts from the Minutes of July 17, 1945 
to clarify this ~uest10n. 

, A discussion followed on whether it was the duty of the City 
Clerk or the City Engineer to advertise for bids. 

aouncilman Hitchcock moved that all bills properly audited 
be paid. Counoilman Gilbert seconded the motion, which was carried 
by the following roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCIIMEN: Cucci, 
Gilbert, Hitchcook, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 



A.t 10:1.0 P.M., upon motion of Councilman Hitchcock, seoonded 
by Councilman Gilbert, the meeting adjourned. , 

ATl'EST: 

MAYOR OF ~ CITY OF TORRANCE 

,MINU'.rRS OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, Californ1a 
Sep~em.ber ll, 1945 

The C1 ty' Co~cil of the Ci t¥ of '1'Orrance convened 1n a Regular 
Meeting in the COUnoil Chamber, C1ty Hall l Torrance, California, on 
Tuesday, Sept~mb.r 11, 1945 at 7:45 P~. 

Mayor Tolson called the meeting to order. 

Clark Bartlett oalled the roll, those answering present be1ng 
. Counoilmen: Cucc1, H1tohcock l Powell and Tolson. A,f>sent: Counoil
men: Gi1.ben • 

.ll.l those present in the COuncil Chember saluted the nag. 

Counoilman Hitchcock moved that the minutes of,a Regular Mee~
ing held August 28, 1.945 be approved as written. Councilman CUoci 
seoonded the mot1on, which was carried unanimously,. 

mIHEN COMMUNICATIONS 

A oommunicat1on was read from Miss Marie B~c~, 21~2 - 23Sth 
street, Lomita, appl.ying for permission to operate three taxicabs 
in the City of Torrance instead of one as originally applied tor. 

A short discussion ensued with reference to the taxioab 
ordinance which is in the prooess of being prepared, and partiou
larly with referenoe to the lioense fees to be assessed. 

Councilman Hitohcock expressed the opinion that this matter 
should be held in abeyance until the ordinance is oompleted and 
can be used as a guide in arriving at a determination in this mat~er, 
and so moved. Councilman Powell seconded the motion, whioh was 
carried unanimously. . 

A. oommunication was read from the County of Los Angeles, Board 
of Supervisors, signed by Raymond V. Darby, Supervisor, Fourth 
District, enclosing a oopY' ot the Report of the Refuse Disposal 
Committee on El.im1na:tion of smoke Nuisance from Rubbish Dumps in 
the Los Angeles Metropolitan Area. An extra copy was &1.so submitted 
for the City Engineer. 

The report being somewhat voluminous, it was not read in full. 
Counoilman Hitchoook suggested obtaining additional copies. 
Councilman Cuoci moved that the report be referred to the 

City Engineer for study and recommendation as to appropriate action. 
Engineer Jain advised ,that he had helped prepare the report 

and proce.ded to explain some of the detail.s, particularly scop. 
of the plan and cost. He added that no action 1s necessary" at this 
time. 

. Counoilman Cuooi withdrew his motion in view of the fact that 
Engineer Jain's participation in preparation of the report has ao
quainted him with it without further study. 

Councilman Hitchcock suggested that the press be furnished 
copies of the report, to whioh Engineer Jain replied that this 
had already been done. 

epose


